HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE,
DI VI SI ON 104,
PART 1,
CHAPTER 4,
ARTI CLE 1

GENERAL NOTES

< Article 1 was added by Stats. 1995, c. 415 (S.B.1360), s 6.
>

s 106600. Legislative intent; definitions; sanitarian;
regi stered sanitarian

It is the intent of the Legislature in adopting this
article to safeguard the health, safety, and general welfare
of the public by the registration of those environnental
heal th professionals practicing as environnmental health
speci alists who have conpl eted an approved environnent al
health or science curriculum and who are qualified to work, or
are working, within the scope of the field of environnmental
health as defined by this article.

I n adopting this article, it is recognized that the field
of environnmental health is a dynamc field that is continually
evolving into new and conpl ex areas of concern. This article
recogni zes the existence of overlapping functions wth other
prof essions carrying out specific activities that may include
sone aspects of the field of environnental health. The title
of a person registered under this article shall be
environnental health specialist. Use of the term"sanitarian"
or "registered sanitarian” in statutes and regul ati ons shall
mean "regi stered environnental health specialists.” A valid
regi stered sanitarian registration shall on January 1, 1989,
be a valid registration as an environnmental health specialist.
The departnment shall provide a new certificate of registration
to that effect.

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1996 Mai n Vol une

Derivation: Fornmer s 514, added by Stats. 1983, c. 1271,



s 1, anended by Stats. 1988, c. 773, s 2.
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s 106610. Regul ations; authority to adopt

The departnment may, upon recommendati on of the
Envi ronmental Health Specialist Registration Commttee
appoi nted pursuant to Section 106675, adopt any regul ati ons
necessary to acconplish the purposes of this article.

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1996 Mai n Vol unme

Derivation: Fornmer s 516, added by Stats. 1983, c. 1271,
s 1, anended by Stats. 1988, c. 773, s 4.

s 106620. Design of fixed works

Except for the design of onsite septic systens, nothing
in this article shall authorize registered environnmental
health specialists to design any of the fixed works defined in
Section 6731 of the Business and Professions Code.

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1996 Mai n Vol une

Derivation: Former s 518, added by Stats.1983, c. 1271,
s 1, anended by Stats. 1988, c. 773, s 6.

s 106630. Applications for registration; conpletion;
notification; review, duplicate cards

Any person may neke an application to the departnent to
be regi stered as an environnental health specialist. The
departnment shall accept conplete applications if acconpanied



by the required fees.
(a) Application subm ssion, conpletion and notification.

(1) Receipt of an application for a certificate of
registration as an environnental health specialist
shall be deemed to be the date the application is
dat e stanped by the departnment.

HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE, DI VI SION 104, PART 1, CHAPTER 1, ART. 1

(2) An application for a certificate of registration as an
envi ronnental health specialist is considered conplete when a
conpl eted application form supplied by the department, proof
of successful passage of the registered environnental health
speci alist exam nation, as specified in Section 106670, and
the initial biennial registration fee are received by the
depart nment.

(3) Witten notification by the departnment to applicants shal
be deened to occur on the date the notifications are
post mar ked.

(b) Application review period.

The departnment shall notify the applicant in witing within 15
wor ki ng days of receipt of an application for a certificate of
registration as an environmental health specialist that the
application is conpleted and accepted for filing, or that the
application is deficient and what specific informtion,
docunment ation, or fee, is required to conplete the application

(c) Application decision period.

The departnent, within three cal endar days of filing of a conpleted
application, shall reach a decision regarding the application for a
certificate of registration as an environnental health specialist.

(d) The departnent shall issue certificates of registration to
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gual i fied applicants.

(e) Duplicate certificate/card of registration shall be issued to
i ndi vidual s who hold valid registration as an environnental health
speci ali st upon paynent of ten dollars ($10) for a duplicate
certificate and five dollars ($5) for a duplicate registration
card.

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1996 Mai n Vol unme

Derivation: Forner s 519.5, added by Stats. 1983, c. 773, s 8,
anmended by Stats. 1988, c. 773, s 8.



REQUI REMENTS FOR REG STRATI ON AS AN ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH SPECI ALI ST
TRAI NEE/ REG STERED ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH SPECI ALI ST

California Health and Safety Code

106635. The requirements for registration of environnmental health
specialists shall be a m ninmum of a bachelor's degree from a departnent
approved educational institution or an educational institution of
collegiate grade listed in the directory of accredited institutions of
post secondary education conpiled by the American Council on Education
with coursework prescribed as follows:

Basi ¢ Requirenents Experi ence Training

. 30 senmester or 45 quarter basic 18 nont hs 600 hrs.
science units including each of
t he follow ng:
General Chem stry Lecture and Laboratory
General Physics Lecture and Laboratory or
Organic Chem stry Lecture and Laboratory
General M crobiology Lecture and Laboratory
General Biological Science Lecture and Laboratory
Cal cul us or Coll ege Al gebra

1. 45 senmester or 68 quarter basic 12 nont hs 450 hrs.
science units including each of the
follow ng: Three of the required science
courses shall include a | aboratory:
General Chemi stry
Organic Chem stry
General Physics
General M crobiol ogy
General Biological Science
Cal cul us or Coll ege Al gebra

I11.30 senester or 45 quarter basic 9 nont hs 300 hrs.
science units including each of
the follow ng:
General Chem stry Lecture and Laboratory
General Physics Lecture and Laboratory or
Organic Chem stry Lecture and Laboratory
General M crobiology Lecture and Laboratory
General Biol ogical Science Lecture and Laboratory
Cal cul us or College Al gebra



pl us

Three semester or four quarter unit

courses in each of the follow ng:
Epi denmi ol ogy
Statistics
Public Adm nistration or Environnental Health Adm nistration and; 10
senester or 15 quarter units in environmental health science,
i ncl udi ng one or nore of the foll ow ng:

wat er quality, waste managenent, food and consuner protection, housing
and institution sanitation, vector control, recreational health, air
quality, mlk and dairy products, occupational health, electronagnetic
radi ati on, noise control, toxicology, soil science, or |and use
devel opnent .

45 semester or 68 quarter 6 nont hs 200 hrs.
basi c science units including
the follow ng:
(Three of the follow ng required science
courses nust include a | aboratory)
General Chem stry
Organic Chem stry
General Physics
General M crobiol ogy
General Biological Science
Cal cul us or Coll ege Al gebra

pl us

Three senester or 4 quarter unit

courses in each of the follow ng:
Epi deni ol ogy
Statistics
Public Adm nistration or Environnental Health Adm nistration and; 10
senester or 15 quarter units in Environmental Health Science,
i ncl udi ng one or nore of the foll ow ng:

wat er quality, waste managenent, food and consuner protection, housing
and institution sanitation, vector control, recreational health, air
quality, mlk and dairy products, occupational health, electronagnetic
radi ati on, noise control, toxicology, soil science, or |and use
devel opnent .

Possess a m ni mum of a bachelor's None None
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degree in environnmental health required required
froman institution approved by
the commttee, which includes:

One year of Lecture and Laboratory
coursework in each of the foll ow ng:
General Chem stry
General Physics
General Biological Science, and

One senester course in:
Cal cul us or Coll ege Al gebra
Organic Chemi stry
General M crobiology with Laboratory
Public Adm nistration or Environmental Health Adm nistration
Epi deni ol ogy
Statistics
Field Orientation Course in Environnental Health

Fi fteen senester units of environmental health science courses selected
from

wat er quality, waste managenent, food and consuner protection, housing
and institution sanitation, vector control, recreational health, air
quality, mlk and dairy products, occupational health, electromgnetic
radi ati on, noise control, toxicology, soil science, or |and use
devel opnent .

Al l basic science coursework including mathematics shall be equal to that
acceptable in an approved environnental health degree program ¢

Section 106615

(d) "Environnental health specialist trainee" means a person who
possesses (1) a mninmum of a bachelor's degree, including 30 senester
units of basic sciences, from a departnment approved educati onal
institution or an educational institution of collegiate grade listed in
the directory of accredited institutions of postsecondary education
conpiled by the American Council on Education, but who has not conpleted
the specific coursework and experience requirenents in the field of
envi ronnental health as required by Section 106660 for registration, and
(2) who is engaged in an approved environnmental health training plan.



YNOTE: A basic science is a course that provides the student an
understanding of the fundanmental principles of the subject. Science
courses nust normally be acceptable to a science degree. Courses designed

only for liberal arts, general education or nonscience degrees are not
accept abl e. Renedi al mat hemati cs and science courses are not acceptable as
meeting the basic science requirenents. Credit wll not be allowed for

nore than one course with essentially the sane content. The general
sciences nust be integrative courses that include those principles
essential to the overall discipline. The renmai ning basic science courses
may be limted to one or nore divisions within the discipline and may be
nore descriptive in their approach.

Col |l ege al gebra (third-year algebra) is a course for which internediate
al gebra or trigononetry shall normally be prerequisites.

(Effective 1/ 1/ 89/ edreq)
(Section nunber changes effective 01/01/96)
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s 106640. Educational institutions; approval of degree program
pr ocedure

Educational institutions requesting approval of their environnmental
heal th degree program shall first submt their programto the commttee
for review. If the program neets the prescribed curricula in Section
106635 it shall be submtted to the departnent for approval

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1996 Mai n Vol une
Derivation: Forner s 520.1, added by Stats. 1988, c. 773, s 9.2.

s 106650. Admi ssion to witten exam nation; persons applying or in
programs before 1989

Any person who has applied for environnental health speciali st
registration, or who is enrolled in an approved environmental health
science curriculum or who is certified by his or her enpl oyer as
serving as an environnental health specialist trainee in an approved
envi ronnental health program on or before Decenber 31, 1988, shall be
admtted to the witten exam nation on the basis of the requirenents
exi sting on Decenber 31, 1988.

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1996 Main Vol une
Derivation: Forner s 520.3, added by Stats. 1988, c. 773, s 9.6.

s 106660. Failure to neet experience requirenment; application for
acceptance as sanitarian trainee

Any person neeting the educational qualifications pursuant to
Section 106635, but who does not neet the experience requirenment of that
section, may neke application to the department on a form prescri bed by
t he departnent for acceptance as an environnental health specialist
trai nee. The departnment shall accept conplete applications if
acconpani ed by the required fees.
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HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1996 Mai n Vol une

Derivation: Fornmer s 521, added by Stats. 1983, c. 1271,
s 1, anended by Stats. 1988, c. 773, s 10.

s 106670. Exami nation; eligibility for adm ssion after 1988;
reexam nati ons

(a) On and after January 1, 1989, only persons who neet
t he educati onal and experience requirenments as established
under Section 106635 shall be eligible for adm ssion to
exam nation for registration as an environnental health
speci al i st.

(b) The professional exam nation shall be prescribed by
t he departnment with the concurrence of the commttee, and a
passi ng score on the exam nation shall be required prior to
registration.

(c) An applicant who twice fails to pass the witten
exam nation shall not be eligible to be reexam ned a third
time until at | east one year has el apsed fromthe date of the
second exam nation. An applicant who fails the third
exam nation shall not be eligible to take the exam nation a
fourth tinme until two years have el apsed fromthe date of the
third exam nation. Thereafter, the exam nation may not be
taken nore frequently than once in two years. Reapplication
shall be made by submtting a new application with the
required fee.

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1996 Mai n Vol une

Derivation: Fornmer s 522, added by Stats. 1983, c. 1271,
s 1, anmended by Stats. 1988, c. 773, s 12.

s 106680. Certification conmmttee; terns; vacanci es;
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renoval of menbers

The ternms of the nenbers of the commttee first appointed
shall be determ ned by | ot and shall expire as follows: two
menbers on January 1, 1985; two nenbers on January 1, 1986;
t hree nmenbers on January 1, 1987; and three nenbers on
January 1, 1988. Thereafter, appointnments shall be for a
four-year term Committee nenbers may serve no nore than two
successive terns. Each nmenber shall serve on the conmttee
until the appointnent and qualification of his or her
successor or until one year shall have el apsed since the
expiration of the termfor which he or she was appoi nted,
whi chever occurs first. Vacancies occurring prior to the
expiration of the ternms shall be filled by appoi ntnment for
HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE, DI VI SI ON 104, PART 1, CHAPTER 1, ART.
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the unexpired term The director, upon the recommendati on of
the commttee by a two-thirds vote, may renove an appoi ntee
menber for m sconduct in office, inconpetency, neglect of
duty, or other sufficient cause after due notice and heari ng.

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1996 Main Vol une

Derivation: Fornmer s 524, added by Stats. 1983, c. 1271,

Former ss 553, 554, added by Stats. 1976, c. 604, p. 1453,
s 6.
s 106690. Record of committee proceedings; register of
applications; retention of exam nation papers and records;
registry; miling address of registrants

(a) The commttee shall keep a record of its proceedings.

(b) The departnment shall maintain a register of al
applications for registration and retain exam nation papers
and records pertaining thereto for a length of time to be

determ ned by the departnent.

(c) The departnment shall maintain a current registry of
all registered environnental health specialists and al

11



envi ronnental health specialist trainees in the state.

(d) Individuals registered under this article are
responsi ble for assuring that the departnent has a current
mai | i ng address for them

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1999 El ectronic Update 1996 Legi sl ation

Legi sl ative findings, declaration and intent relating to
Stats. 1996, c. 1023 (S.B.1497), see Historical and Statutory
Not es under Busi ness and Professions Code s 690.

Subordi nation of legislation by Stats. 1996, c. 1023
(S.B.1497), see Historical and Statutory Notes under Busi ness
and Professions Code s 690.

1996 Mai n Vol unme

Derivation: Forner s 526, added by Stats. 1983, c. 1271,
s 1, anended by Stats. 1988, c. 773, s 15.
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s 106700. Fees; maxi num anmounts; tinme for paynment;
di sposition of funds coll ected

(a) A nonreturnable fee, shall be paid by a person for
each application for registration, application for
exam nati on, and biennial renewal.

(b) Fees shall not exceed the actual adm nistrative costs
of the program Fees, except retired and penalty fees, shall
be subject to Section 100425. The actual dollar figure charged
shall be rounded to the nearest whole dollar anount. The
bi enni al renewal fee-retired shall be twenty-five dollars
($25).

(c) The nonreturnable biennial renewal fee, shall be paid
by each registered environnmental health specialist on or
before the first day of January of every second year, or on
any other date that is determ ned by the departnent. Each
regi stered environnental health specialist registered pursuant

12



to this article, shall first pay the biennial fee at the tine
of initial registration to cover the cal endar year in which
registration is acquired and the follow ng cal endar year.

Regi strations not maintained as required by this subdivision
are suspended and remain invalid during the period of
suspensi on. Suspended registrations becone revoked three years
after the date of suspension. Notw thstanding the provisions
of the Government Code, the executive officer shall revoke
suspended registrations after three years fromthe date of
suspensi on for nonpaynent of fees.

(d) An additional penalty fee equal to 50 percent of the
bi enni al renewal fee for each year of delinquency or portion
t hereof shall be paid by each person who fails to pay the fee
required by subdivision (c¢c) within 30 days of the established
due date. Al accunul ated penalty fees shall be paid prior to
any reval idation of registration.

(e) The departnent shall receive and account for all
noney received pursuant to this article and shall deposit it
with the Treasurer who shall keep the noney in a separate fund
to be known as the "Registered Environnmental Health Specialist
Fund," that fund is hereby created.

(f) Notwi thstanding Section 13340 of the Governnent Code,
funds coll ected pursuant to the provisions of this article are
continuously appropriated without regard to fiscal year to pay
expenses of the departnment to adm ni ster the provisions of
this article.
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(g) The follow ng fees are hereby established and shal
be annual |y adjusted as required by subdivision (b):

(1) Application fee -- sixty-nine dollars (%$69).

(2) Examination fee -- sixty dollars ($60).
(3) Biennial renewal fee -- active eighty-seven dollars
($87).

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
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1996 Mai n Vol unme

Derivation: Forner s 527, added by Stats. 1983, c. 1271,
s 1, anended by Stats. 1986, c. 340, s 1; Stats.1988, c. 773,
s 17.

Former s 543, added by Stats. 1969, c. 267, p. 618, s 1,
anended by Stats. 1970, c. 397, p. 810, s 1; Stats. 1971, c.
1744, p. 3729, s 1; Stats.1976, c. 604, p. 1452, s 1;
Stats. 1980, c. 1012, p. 3254, s 7.

Former s 544, added by Stats.1971, c. 1744, p. 3730, s 2,
anmended by Stats. 1976, c. 604, p. 1452, s 2; Stats. 1980, c.
1012, p. 3254, s 8.

Former s 545, added by Stats.1971, c. 1744, p. 3730, s 3.

Former ss 546, 547, added by Stats. 1971, c. 1744, p.
3730, ss 4, 5, anended by Stats.1976, c. 604, p. 1453, ss 4,
5.

s 106710. Issuance of valid registration; criteria

A valid registration as an environnental health
speci alist under this article shall only be issued to a person
who has:

(a) Met the applicable education and experience
requi rements.

(b) Successfully passed the exam nation for
registration.

(c) Submtted a conplete application in accordance with
Section 106630.

(d) Paid the fees required in Section 106700.

(e) Not commtted acts specified in subdivision (a) of
Section 106715.

HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE, DI VI SION 104, PART 1, CHAPTER 1, ART.
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HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1996 Mai n Vol une

Derivation: Fornmer s 529, added by Stats.1988, c. 773,
20, anended by Stats.1988, c. 773, s 20.

s 106720. Rehabilitation; «criteria for evaluation prior to
deni al , suspension, or revocation of registration

The departnent and the commttee may use the foll ow ng
criteria to evaluate the potential for rehabilitation or
actual rehabilitation of a person prior to denying,
suspendi ng, or revoking registration.

(a) The nature and severity of the act, crinme, or

vi ol ation under consideration as grounds for denial,

suspensi on, or revocation.

(b) The tinme that has el apsed since conm ssion of the
act, crime, or violation.

(c) The extent to which the applicant has conplied with
any terns of parole, probation, restitution, or other
sanctions i nposed upon the applicant.

(d) Evidence of rehabilitation or |ack of rehabilitation
of the applicant.

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1996 Mai n Vol ume

Derivation: Fornmer s 531, added by Stats. 1983, c. 1271,
s 1, anended by Stats. 1988, c. 773, s 22.

Copr. (C) West 1999 No Claimto Orig. U S. Govt. Wrk
s 106730. Environnmental health; |aw governing

This article does not affect or replace any other
requi renments or qualifications inposed pursuant to state or
federal |aw on persons involved in activities under

subdi vision (e) of Section 106615.

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
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1996 Mai n Vol unme

Derivation: Forner s 533, added by Stats. 1983, c. 1271,
s 1, anended by Stats. 1984, c. 193, s 84.

HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE, DI VI SION 104, PART 1, CHAPTER 1, ART.
1

s 106735. Title and abbreviation; authority to use;
vi ol ations; punishment

Only a person who has qualified as a registered
environmental health specialist and who holds a valid
registration certificate issued in conformance with Section
106710 for use in this state shall have the right and
privilege of using the title "registered environnmental health
specialist” and to use the abbreviation "R E.H. S." after the
person's nane. Only a person who has qualified as a registered
environnental health specialist trainee and has a letter of
acceptance issued by the departnent shall have the right and
privilege of using the title "registered environmental health
speci alist trainee."

Except as permitted in Section 106600 any use of the
words "registered sanitarian" or other use of the words
"regi stered environnental health specialist” to denote a
working title is prohibited.

A person who viol ates any provision of this section is
guilty of a m sdemeanor and may be fined a sum not to exceed
one thousand dollars ($1,000) or inprisoned for not nore than
180 days, or both.

HI STORI CAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
1996 Main Vol une

Derivation: Forner s 534, added by Stats. 1983, c. 1271,
s 1, anended by Stats. 1988, c. 773, s 24.
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